36th Annual
SCCA Pocono Sports Car Grand Prix

(NESCCA Double National Event)

Saturday and Sunday, August 5 & 6, 2006

On Saturday and Sunday, August 5 and 6, the Sports Car Club of America will wave the green flag for the “Pocono Sports Car Grand Prix.”  The racing action will begin mid morning (11:00 Saturday, 10:30 Sunday) and feature seven races each day.  This weekend of racing will attract over 200 cars and drivers all running for National points and a place in the year-end SCCA National Championship Runoffs at Heartland Park (Topeka, KS) in October. 

Many SCCA competitors go on to make their mark in other classes of racing. Michael and John Andretti started their careers in SCCA racing at Pocono.  Mario and Marco are both Philadelphia Region SCCA members.

Seven 45-mile racing events add up to 315 miles of highly competitive racing each day.  It is interesting to look at the statistics from the Double National and recognize the importance of the event on the SCCA racing calendar.  With it being the last National racing event of the season in the Northeast Division, drivers from across the country come seeking out-of-division points to garner enough to make the trip to the Runoffs.  Last year, the drivers’ home towns were in 24 states, 2 Canadian Provinces, and the Bahamas. Winners came from Pennsylvania 9; New York 6; Connecticut 5: New Jersey 3; Virginia 3; Ohio 2; Wisconsin, Ontario, Quebec, Maryland, Massachusetts, California, Delaware, 1 each.  Eleven drivers swept to double victories, certainly making it worth the tow.  One of those was F Production driver Les Handley who chalked up four consecutive wins at Pocono, having won both sides of the Double two years in a row in his Porsche. 

If you were to look closely at Race Group 4, there were 45 drivers in 4 classes from 18 states.  They had come from Indianapolis, Malibu CA, Las Vegas, Woonsocket RI, Chapel Hill and Greensboro NC, Des Moines and many places a bit closer to the track.  What brought them to the event?  They came for the competition, the points, and a meaningful event to close the season.  Those fans who watched from the grandstands or the infield, and those workers who watched from flag stations, pit lane, the timing bus or starters’ stand had quite a show.  

Fans can get a close look at the drivers and at the teams as they prepare their race cars in the garage area.  Cameras and questions are welcome

A full range of different race cars in 25 different classes will take to the Pocono 2.5 mile track including open cockpit, open-wheeled Formula cars; street legal Corvettes, Firebirds, Camaros, Miatas, Neons, Subarus, Toyotas and Porsches; GT-1 cars, which resemble and sound like NASCAR or Trans-Am machines; and even classic cars, still in full race trim, like Austin-Healy Sprites, MG Midgets, and Mazda RX-7's.  This year an entire race group will be made up of Miatas – up to 63 are allowed on the track at a time.

Tri-Region Race Group (made up of Northeast PA, South Jersey, and Philadelphia Regions of the SCCA), a not-for-profit organization, will be hosting the event.  The charity which will receive a portion of the gate from the weekend is Laps to Conquer MS, founded in 1989 by Fay Teal to increase Multiple Sclerosis awareness through motor sports, while raising funds for the National MS Society.  To date LCMS has raised over $136,000 by participating in motorsports events throughout the country.  

Tickets will be sold at the tunnel entrance to the track on race days - $15 per day or $25 for the weekend (children under 12 are free).  This includes free parking and free camping in the infield on Saturday night.
Members of the working press are welcome to join us to cover the event.  Please contact Eunice Gerstein, Registrar, for complimentary credentials at 610-282-3932.

For more information, please contact George Bloeser, Chairman, Tri-Region Race Group at indy33@aol.com or 610-965-0585.

Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of Auto Racing in Pennsylvania
